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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE MOST GRACIOUS, THE MOST MERCIFUL 

 
ARROGANCE IN ISLAM 

 
The word “arrogance” or “kibr” is a word that we must at all times avoid. 
 
Allah used this word when He described Iblis, in the Qur‟an, surah Al A‟raf 
(7) verse 13: 
 

فَبٕجِط ٍِْٖب فََب يَنُُ٘  قبهَ

ُ تَتَنَجَّشَ فيٖب فَبخشُج 
َ
ىَلَ أ

 إَِّّلَ ٍَِِ اىصبّغِشيَِ
 
(Allah) said: “(O Iblis) get down from this (Paradise), it is not for you to be 
arrogant here. Get out, for you are of those humiliated and disgraced.” 
 
Allah also used the same word to describe those who enters Hellfire in the 
Qur‟an, surah Az Zumar (39) verse 72: 
 

ث٘اةَ جٌََََّٖ 
َ
قيوَ ادخُي٘ا أ

خبىِذيَِ فيٖب ۖ فَجئِشَ ٍَثَ٘ٙ 
 اىَُتَنَجّشِيَِ
It will be said (to them): “Enter you the gates of Hell, to abide therein. And 
(indeed) what an evil abode of the arrogant!” 

 

The main hadith on this matter is: 
عَِْ عَجْذِ اللََِّّ ثِِْ ٍَضعُْ٘دٍ عَِْ 

اىَّجِيِّ صَيَّٚ اللََُّّ عيََئِْ َٗصيٌَََّ 

 كاانا ماهْ انْجاىَّتا يادْخُمُ لَا قَبهَ
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 نْوِ ذازَّةٍ مِثقْاالُ قاهْبهِِ فِي

قَبهَ سَجُوٌ إَُِّ اىشَّجُوَ يُحتُِّ  كبِسٍْ

ُْ يَنَُُ٘ ثَْ٘ثُُٔ حَضًَْب ََّٗعْئُُ 
َ
أ

 يُحبُِّ جامِيمٌ اللََّّا إِنَّ حضَََْخً قَبهَ
 انْحاقِِّ باطاسُ انْكبِسُْ انْجاماالا

 انىَّاضِ واغامْطُ

Abdullah ibn Mas‟ud reported: The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon 
him, said, “No one who has the weight of a seed of arrogance in his heart 
will enter Paradise.” A man said, “But a man likes to have nice clothes and 
nice shoes.” The Prophet said, “Verily, Allah is beautiful and He loves beauty. 
Arrogance is to disregard the truth and to look down upon people.” 
Source: Ṣah ̣īh ̣ Muslim 91 

Therefore we must understand that arrogance will prevent one from entering 
Paradise on the Day of Judgment. It is from the disease of the heart – the heart 
can be filled with arrogance or only have an atom‟s weight of arrogance. From 
the hadith above, we can also understand that there are various levels of 
arrogance and the most serious one is rejection of the truth. 

Looking at iblis – he was very pious before. But He refused to obey Allah by 
prostrating to Allah, and to make matters worse, He refused to seek 
Forgiveness for his disobedience. We can also say that Allah did not Guide 
Iblis to seek forgiveness from Him. The consequence of that? 

“humiliated and disgraced” as stated in surah 7 verse 13. Also used the word  

 فَئَِّّلَ سَجيٌٌ

Rajim (an outcast or a cursed one) is surah 15 verse 34. 

That is why we make du‟a to Allah is surah 3 verse 192: 

ۖ  أخَزَيتهَُ فقَدَ الناّرَ تدُخِلِ مَن إنَِّكَ رَبَّنا  أنَصارٍ مِن لِلظّالِمينَ وَما 

 “Our Lord! Verily, whom You admit to the Fire, indeed, You have disgraced 
him, and never will the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers) find any 
helpers.” 
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And in surah 3 verse 194: 

عَيٰٚ  سَثَّْب َٗآتِْب ٍب َٗعذَتَْب

سُصيُِلَ َٗلا تُخزِّب يًََ٘ 

اىقِيبٍَخِ ۗ إَِّّلَ لا تُخيِفُ 

 اىَيعبدَ

 “Our Lord! Grant us what You promised unto us through Your Messengers 
and disgrace us not on the Day of Resurrection, for You never break (Your) 
Promise.” 
 
Hellfire and Parafise also had a dispute, in this hadith which clearly shows us 
who are the people in Hellfire: 
 
Abu Sa‟id al-Khudri reported: The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, 
said, “Paradise and Hellfire argued with each other. The Hellfire said: The 
tyrants and the arrogant are in me. Paradise said: The meek among people 
and their poor are in me. Allah judged between them: You, Paradise, are my 
mercy that I bestow upon whomever I will. You, Hellfire, are my punishment 
with which I punish whomever I will. You will both be filled.” 
Source: Ṣah ̣īh ̣ Muslim 2847 

As a consequence of the arrogance, Allah will turn them away from His 
Guidance: 

صشِفُ عَِ آيبتِيَ اىَّزيَِ 
َ
صؤَ

يَتَنَجَّشَُٗ فِي الأسَضِ ثِغَيشِ 

اىحَقِّ َٗإُِ يَشَٗا مُوَّ آيَخٍ لا 

يوَ يُؤٍِْ٘ا ثِٖب َٗإُِ يَشَٗا صتَ

اىشُّشذِ لا يَتَّخزُِٗٓ صجَيلً َٗإُِ 

يَشَٗا صجَيوَ اىغَيِّ يَتَّخزُِٗٓ 

صجَيلً ۚ رٰىِلَ ثِؤٌََُّّٖ مَزَّث٘ا 
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ثِآيبتِْب َٗمبّ٘ا عَْٖب 
 غبفِييَِ

“I shall turn away from My Ayat (verses of the Qur‟an) those who behave 
arrogantly on the earth, without a right, and (even) if they see all 
the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), they will 
not believe in them. And if they see the way of righteousness (monotheism, 
piety, and good deeds), they will not adopt it as the Way, but if they see the 
way of error (polytheism, crimes and evil deeds), they will adopt that way, 
that is because they have rejected Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, 
signs, revelations, etc.) and were heedless (to learn a lesson) from them.”                      
7: 146 

Many simply refuse to believe because the prophets which were sent to them 
are human beings like themselves: 

فَقبى٘ا أَُّؤٍُِِ ىِجَششََيِِ 
 ٍِثيِْب َٗقٍََُُٖ٘ب ىَْب عبثِذَُٗ

They said: “Shall we believe in two men like ourselves, and their people are 
obedient to us with humility (and we use them to serve us as we like).” 23: 47 

 

Another example was on the man who refused to obey the prophet 
(SallAllahu „alayhi wa sallam) and he refused to eat with his right hand: 
 

This hadeeth did not mention 'cursing' at all. The hadeeth was narrated on the 

authority of Salamah ibn Al-Akwaʻ  and reads, "A man ate with his left hand 

in the presence of the Messenger of Allaah  whereupon he said, 'Eat with your 

right hand.' The man said, 'I cannot.' Thereupon, he (the Prophet ) said, 'May 

you not be able to.' It was vanity that prevented him from doing it." [Muslim] 

As for the supplication of the Prophet  against this man although he 

 was sent as a mercy to mankind, some of the replies to that are the following: 

1) That man was a hypocrite, as evidenced by the fact that he disobeyed the 

command of the Prophet  out of arrogance and self-conceit. This was the 

decisive view of Al-Qaadhi ʻIyaadh . 
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2) He  supplicated Allaah against that man because he disobeyed the 

relevant sharee'ah ruling in general, as decisively stated by Imaam An-

Nawawi . 

3) The Prophet  supplicated Allaah against him because of his 

arrogance; Al-Munaawi  wrote, "The fact that the Prophet  supplicated 

against that man was because of his arrogance driving him to disobey the 

command of the Prophet  as underlined in the hadeeth." [Faydh Al-

Qadeer] 

 

Allah Informed us about Himself: 
 

 

ثِي ُٕشَيْشَحَ قَبهَ ََّٕبدٌ 
َ
عَِْ أ

قَبهَ قَبهَ سَصُ٘هُ اللََِّّ صيََّٚ اللََُّّ 

 واجامَّ عاصَّ اللََُّّ قاالا عيََئِْ َٗصيٌَََّ

 واانْعاظاماتُ زِداائِي انْكبِسِْيااءُ

 وااحدًِا وااشاعاىِي فاماهْ إِشاازِي

 انىَّازِ فِي قارافْتُهُ مِىْهُماا
 
 
Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon 
him, said, “Allah Almighty said: Grandeur is my cloak and greatness is my 
garment. Whoever competes with me in one of these two, I will cast him into 
the Hellfire.” 
Source: Sunan Abī Da ̄wūd 4090 

Allah Almighty will not look with mercy, on the Day of Judgment, at the one 
who lengthened his clothes out of arrogance. The Prophet (peace be upon 
him) says reported by Imams Bukhari, Muslim, and other, “Whosoever drags 
his clothes out of arrogance, Allah will not look at him on the Day of 
Judgment.” Abu Bakr said: “O Messenger of Allah, my garment slips (slightly 
off his waist) to the ground but I lift it!?” The Prophet replied, “You are not 
among those who do it out of arrogance.” 
 
After we have heard all these verses and Hadiths about the dangers of 
arrogance and how bad the consequences are, we should be cautioned and 
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get away from it and from its effects and its characteristics. So we teach 
ourselves to follow the truth when we know it, and humble ourselves in front 
of others. Imam Muslim reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 
“....And no one has humbled himself for the sake of Allah, but Allah has 
elevated him.” 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) is the best example of humility in his life. 
Imams Bukhari and Muslim reported that “The prophet used to pass by 
children and give Salaam to them (greet them).” Imam Bukhari reported that, 
“A female slave from Madinah use to take the Prophet‟s sleeve and take him 
wherever she wants.” Imam Bukhari also reported, “That the Prophet used to 
be at the service of his family.” 
 

َٗلا تََشِ  َٗلا تُصَعِّش خذََّكَ ىِيّْبسِ

فِي الأسَضِ ٍَشَحًب ۖ إَُِّ اللَََّّ لا 

 يُحتُِّ مُوَّ ٍُختبهٍ فَخ٘سٍ
“And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor walk in insolence 
through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not each arrogant boaster.” 31: 18 
 
How to prevent ourselves from being arrogant? 
 

1. Understand tawheed – how insignificant we are compared to Allah 
2. Seek Knowledge 
3. Recite the Qur‟an with tadabbur – reflection and acting upon it 
4. Make du‟a to Allah 


