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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH THE MOST GRACIOUS, THE MOST MERCIFUL 

 

 

PROPHET MUSA (AS) – HOW ALLAH HELPED HIM 
 
1. When Musa (AS) was a baby  
2. How Musa (AS) had a lisp 
3. How Musa (AS) killed a man 
4. Musa‟s (AS) migration to Madyan 
5. Prophethood of Prophet Musa (AS) 
6. Lessons from the sorcerers 
7. Prophet Musa (AS) chased by the pharaoh 

 
1. When Musa (AS) was a baby 

 
And We inspired the mother of Musa (Moses), (saying): “Suckle him [Musa 
(Moses)], but when you fear for him, then cast him into the river and fear not, 
nor grieve. Verily! We shall bring him back to you, and shall make him one of 
(Our) Messengers.” 

Then the household of Fir‟aun (Pharaoh) picked him up, that he might 
become for them an enemy and a (cause of) grief. Verily! Fir‟aun (Pharaoh), 
Haman and their hosts were sinners. 
And the wife of Fir‟aun (Pharaoh) said: “A comfort of the eye for me and for 
you. Kill him not, perhaps he may be of benefit to us, or we may adopt him as 
a son.” And they perceive not (the result of that). 
And the heart of the mother of Musa (Moses) became empty [from every 
thought, except the thought of Musa (Moses)]. She was very near to disclose 
his (case, i.e. the child is her son), had We not strengthened her heart (with 
Faith), so that she might remain as one of the believers. 
And she said to his [Musa‟s (Moses)] sister: “Follow him.” So she (his sister) 
watched him from a far place secretly, while they perceived not. 
And We had already forbidden (other) foster suckling mothers for him, until 
she (his sister came up and) said: “Shall I direct you to a household who will 
rear him for you, and sincerely they will look after him in a good manner?” 
So did We restore him to his mother, that she might be delighted, and that she 
might not grieve, and that she might know that the Promise of Allah is true. 
But most of them know not.” Surah 28 verses 7-13 
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Lessons gained: 
 

i. Trust in Allah 
ii. Allah is the Best of Planner 
iii. Patience 
iv. Allah does NOT Break His Promise 

 
2. How Musa (AS) developed a lisp 

 

This incident is part of a lengthy narration knows an “hadithul futun” which 
is reported from Sayyiduna „Abdullah ibn „Abbas (radiyallahu‟anhuma) and 
is recorded with a reliable chain in the following books: 

a. As Sunanul Kubra of Imam Nasai, hadith: 11263, 
b. Musnad Abi Ya‟la, see Majma‟uz zawaid, vol.7 pg.56-66 
c. Tafsir Tabari, vol.16 pg.64-69 and others. 

The story behind this "knot" is that as an infant Sayyidna Musa (ٌہ ل  ع

سلام  lived with his own mother who used to suckle him and was paid (ال

for her services by the Pharaoh. When he was weaned, the Pharaoh and 

his wife 'Asiya  ؓ  adopted him, and took him away from his mother. One 

day Sayyidna Musa (ٌہ ل سلام ع  caught hold of the Pharaoh's beard and (ال

slapped him on the face. Another version has it that he was playing with 

a stick and with it he struck the Pharaoh on his head. The Pharaoh was 

enraged and made up his mind to put him to death. His wife 'Asiya  ؓ  

tried to pacify him and said, "0 King! Why do you take this matter so 

seriously? After all he is merely a child who does not understand things. 

You can test him if you like and you will find that he cannot distinguish 

between good things and bad things". 

Thereupon, the Pharaoh ordered two trays to be brought. One was filled 

with live coal and the other with jewellery. It was expected that the child 

would be attracted by the brightness of the burning coal and reach for it 

because children are not normally drawn towards jewellery which is not 

as bright. This would have convinced the Pharaoh that what Sayyidna 

Musa (ٌہ ل سلام ع  did was nothing more than the act of an innocent (ال

child. But Sayyidna Musa (ٌہ ل سلام ع  was no ordinary child. Allah (ال

Ta'ala had chosen him to be a prophet whose instincts were unusual from 

the very moment of his birth. He put forth his hand to reach out for the 

jewellery instead of the coal, but Jibra'il (ٌہ ل سلام ع  turned his hand (ال

away and placed it in the tray containing coal. He picked up a piece of 

burning coal and put it in his mouth and so burned his tongue. The 

Pharaoh was thus fully satisfied that the action of Sayyidna Musa (ٌہ ل  ع
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سلام  was not due to mischief but the result of a child's inability to (ال

distinguish between good and bad for himself. This incident caused an 

impediment in his speech which has been called ًعُقْدَة (knot) in the 

Qur'an, and Sayyidna Musa (ٌہ ل سلام ع  prayed to Allah Ta'ala to make (ال

loose this knot. (Mazharl and Qurtubi) 

Lessons gained: 

i. Allah will continue to Assist whom He Wills, even with the help of 

angel Jibril (AS) and Asiyah.  

 

ii. Allah has Complete Control of all affairs 

ُ غالِبٌ عَلىٰ أمَرِهِ وَلٰكِنه أكَثرََ النّاسِ لا  وَاللَّه
 ٌعَلمَونَ
“…And Allah has full power and control over His Affairs, but most of 
men know not.” 12: 21 

iii. Reliance on Allah – Prophet Musa (AS) Made du’a to Allah to Help 

his speech impediment, in Qur’an surah 20 verses 25-28: 

 قالَ رَبِّ اشرَح لً صَدري
[Musa (Moses)] said: “O my Lord! Open for me my chest (grant me self-
confidence, contentment, and boldness). 

ر لً أمَري  وٌَسَِّ
“And ease my task for me; 

 وَاحللُ عُقدَةً مِن لِسانً
“And make loose the knot (the defect) from my tongue, (i.e. remove the 
incorrectness from my speech) [That occurred as a result of a brand of fire 
which Musa (Moses) put in his mouth when he was an infant]. [Tafsir At-
Tabari, Vol. 16, Page 159]. 

 ٌفَقهَوا قوَلً
“That they understand my speech, 
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3. How Musa (AS) killed a man 

وَدَخَلَ المَدٌنَةَ عَلىٰ حٌنِ غَفلَةٍ مِن أهَلِها فوََجَدَ 
فٌها رَجُلٌَنِ ٌقَتتَلِانِ هٰذا مِن شٌعتَِهِ وَهٰذا مِن 
هِ ۖ فَاستغَاثهَُ الهذي مِن شٌعتَِهِ عَلىَ الهذي مِن  عَدُوِّ
هِ فوََكَزَهُ موسىٰ فَقضَىٰ عَلٌَهِ ۖ قالَ هٰذا مِن  عَدُوِّ

 ٌطانِ ۖ إنِههُ عَدُوٌّ مُضِلٌّ مُبٌنعٌَمَلِ الشه

قالَ رَبِّ إنًِّ ظَلمَتُ نفَسً فَاغفِر لً فغََفرََ لَهُ ۚ 
حٌمُ  إنِههُ هوَُ الغفَورُ الره

“And he entered the city at a time of unawareness of its people, and he 
found there two men fighting, – one of his party (his religion – from the 
Children of Israel), and the other of his foes. The man of his (own) party 
asked him for help against his foe, so Musa (Moses) struck him with his fist 
and killed him. He said: “This is of Shaitan„s (Satan) doing, verily, he is a 
plain misleading enemy.” He said: “My Lord! Verily, I have wronged 
myself, so forgive me.” Then He forgave him. Verily, He is the Oft-
Forgiving, the Most Merciful.” 28: 15-16 

 

Prophet Musa (AS) eventually migrated to Madyan. 

 

Lessons gained: 

 

i. Be just and always hear from both parties 

ii. Violence does not solve anything 

iii. Seek forgiveness immediately if you have sinned 

iv. Migrate to a less evil place if you are surrounded by evil. 

 

4. Musa (AS) Migration to Madyan 
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Musa (AS) had to run away from Egypt because he was being prosecuted 
for killing a man. As he left Egypt to migrate to another land, he made a 
du‟a to Allah: 
نً مِنَ  فخََرَجَ مِنها خائِفًا ٌتَرََقهبُ ۖ قالَ رَبِّ نَجِّ
 القوَمِ الظّالِمٌنَ
So he escaped from there, looking about in a state of fear. He said: “My 
Lord! Save me from the people who are Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-
doers)!”  28: 21 
Musa (AS) migrated to Madyan. He trusted that Allah will Guide him: 

 عَسىٰ رَبًّ أنَ ٌهَدٌِنًَ سَواءَ السهبٌلِ
“It may be that my Lord guides me to the Right Way.” 28: 22 
 
Musa (AS) helped 2 girls to water their flocks of animals and made an 
important du‟a 
 

هً أنَزَلتَ لِما إنًِّ رَبِّ   فقٌَرٌ خٌَرٍ مِن إِلَ
“My Lord! Truly, I am in need of whatever good that You bestow on me!”   
28: 24 
 
Then Allah Granted him 

- Accommodation 
- A job 
- A wife 
- Security and peace 

 
Lessons gained: 
 

i. When you cannot live peacefully in a place to leave the place (hijrah) 
ii. Trust Allah 
iii. Patience 
iv. Make du‟a 

5 du‟a of desperation: 
- Du‟a of Musa (AS) above in 28: 24 
- Du‟a of the people of the cave in 18: 10 
- Du‟a of prophet Yunoos (AS) in 21: 87 
- Du‟a of Ibrahim (AS) and the Muslims in 3: 173 
- Du‟a of Prophet Ayyub in 21: 83 

ًَ أنًَّ  نِ رُّ مَسه  الرّاحِمٌنَ أرَحَمُ وَأنَتَ الضُّ
“Verily, distress has seized me, and You are the Most Merciful of all those 
who show mercy.” 
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5. Prophethood of Prophet Musa (AS) 
 
Musa (AS) travelled with his family from Madyan back to his home country. 
He saw a light and told his wife that he wanted to ask for directions or for 
warmth. He spoke to Allah directly. (28: 29 onwards). Allah Made him a 
Prophet and Gave him 2 Mu‟jizat (Miracles) – his stick turned to a snake and 
his arms can turn white. Allah Ordered Prophet Musa (AS) to go to Egypt and 
do da‟wah to the pharaoh. Due to his speech impediment, he requested for 
his brother Harun to also be a prophet and assist him, which Allah Granted.  

 
Lessons gained: 
 

i. Allah Chooses whomever He Wills to be a prophet – not based on wealth 
and status, but based on truthfulness, courage, sincerity, trust in Allah, etc.  

ii. Allah Brings the best of Miracles in accordance to the skills or capabilities 
of the people at that time: 

- With Prophet Musa (AS) the special capability of the people was magic, 
and Allah Granted a Mu‟jizat which is better than magic, PLUS it was the 
truth from Allah, not the trickeries and deceptions of magic. 

- With Prophet Isa (AS), the special capability of the people was medicine, 
and Allah Granted His Mu‟jizat which is the very best – Isa (AS) was able 
to cure the leper, made the blind see and even give life to the dead, with 
Allah‟s Will. 

- With Prophet Muhammad (SallAllahu „alayhi wa sallam), the special 
capability of the people at that time was poetry, but Allah‟s Mu‟jizat was 
much better that the poetry – it was the Qur‟an.  

iii. Allah Ordered Prophet Musa (AS) to go to the pharaoh and persuade him 
gently to Islam.  

 ٌَخشىٰ أوَ ٌتَذَكَهرُ لعَلَههُ لٌَنًِّا قوَلًا لَهُ فقَولا
“And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept admonition or fear 
Allah.” 20: 44 
This clearly shows: 

- Good manners are one of the most important things in giving da‟wah 
- Allah is The One Who Guides, not anyone else. So don‟t stress yourself. 
- Don‟t be arrogant and judge others just because at that moment of time, 

you may be at the right path and others are sinning.  
 

6. Lesson from the sorcerers 
 
The pharaoh was confident that his magicians and sorcerers would defeat 
Prophet Musa (AS) but Allah will always Help the believers and truth will 
always prevail. When Allah‟s Mu‟jizat defeated the falsehoods and magic, the 
sorcerers immediately prostrate to Allah because they knew what they saw 
from Allah‟s Mu‟jizat was no ordinary thing. That was the truth. Allah 
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Guided them to Islam. The pharaoh threatened to crucify them but the 
sorcerer‟s faith did not waiver. They made an important du‟a: 
 

 مُسلِمٌنَ وَتوََفهنا صَبرًا عَلٌَنا غأفَرِ رَبهنا
“Our Lord! pour out on us patience, and cause us to die as Muslims.” 7: 126 

  
Lessons Gained: 
 

i. The Truth will always prevail against falsehood 

ؓۚ الباطِلُ وَزَهَقَ الحَقُّ جاءَ وَقلُ  الباطِلَ إِنه 
 زَهوقًا كانَ
And say: “Truth (i.e. Islamic Monotheism or this Qur‟an or Jihad against 
polytheists) has come and Batil (falsehood, i.e. Satan or polytheism, etc.) 
has vanished. Surely! Batil is ever bound to vanish.” 17: 81 
 
This verse was recited when the idols around the ka‟bah were destroyed 
when the Muslims conquered Makkah.  
 

ii. Allah Guides Whomever He Wills. He Guided the sorcerers when they 
were, prior to that incident, were the enemies of Allah. So don‟t give up 
hope either for yourself or for others. If you are sinning constantly, always 
make du‟a to Allah to Guide you. Never say – “I can never be like that 
brother or sister – always praying, etc.  

iii. Don‟t judge others. A person may be a great sinner but with Allah‟s 
Guidance, he or she may turn out to be the best Muslims.  

iv. Trust Allah when you are tested and make du‟a to Allah to Grant you 
patience when you are tested. 
 

7. Prophet Musa (AS) chased by the pharaoh 
 
Prophet Musa (AS) eventually was able to persuade the Bani Israel, who were 
slaves in those days, to follow him and start a new life worshipping Allah. 
Under the pharaoh they can never worship Allah. So, Prophet Musa (AS) was 
fulfilling his mission to free the children of Israel from  slavery and eventually 
lead them to practise Islam until his death. The pharaoh of course was 
pursuing them with his army and Prophet Musa (AS) came to the end of the 
Red Sea. Allah then Ordered him to use the stick and the sea parted, another 
of Allah‟s Mu‟jizat. After Prophet Musa (AS) and the Bani Israel reached the 
other side of the Red Sea on land, Allah Drowned the pharaoh and his army. 
Allah Promised to preserve the body of the pharaoh: 
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ؓۚ آٌَةً خَلفكََ لِمَن لِتكَونَ ببِدََنكَِ ننُجٌَّكَ فَالٌوَمَ  وَإِنه 
 لغَافِلونَ آٌاتنِا عَن النّاسِ مِنَ كَثٌرًا
 
“So this day We shall deliver your (dead) body (out from the sea) that you 
may be a sign to those who come after you! And verily, many among 
mankind are heedless of Our Ayaat” 10:92 

So today we can see the pharaoh‟s body preserved in a museum in Cairo, 
Egypt, under “Ramses II”. 

 

Lessons Gained: 

i. Allah will Always Help the believers no matter how difficult it is. We see 
that in the battle of Badr, etc. 

ii. Trust Allah in all matters 
iii. Allah always Fulfil His Promise. When He Promised to Preserve the 

pharaoh‟s body as a sign to all of us, He will certainly Deliver His 
Promises. 
 
So when Allah Promised the believers Jannah if we repent and do good 
righteous deeds, we will be in Jannah with His Mercy and Will: 
 

 فأَوُلٰئكَِ صالِحًا وَعَمِلَ وَآمَنَ تابَ مَن إلِّا
 شٌَئاً ٌظُلمَونَ وَلا الجَنهةَ ٌَدخُلونَ
حمٰنُ وَعَدَ الهتً عَدنٍ جَناّتِ  بِالغٌَبِ عِبادَهُ الره
ۚؓ  مَأتًٌِّا وَعدُهُ كانَ إنِههُ 

Except those who repent and believe (in the Oneness of Allah and His 
Messenger Muhammad ), and work righteousness. Such will enter Paradise 
and they will not be wronged in aught. 

(They will enter) ‘Adn (Eden) Paradise (everlasting Gardens), which the 
Most Beneficent (Allah) has promised to His slaves in the unseen: Verily! 
His Promise must come to pass. 19: 60-61 
 

 


